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In the Council, the House resolutions were

passed, with some slight amendments, in which the
House concurred. These resolutions are a protest
against the Lecompton Constitution. A bill was

I passed through the House and sent to the Council,
for submitting the I*?eompton Constitution. Tbe

jfotise debated the provisions of this act during
|be day. A provision w as reported with it, making
the election of tbe 21st of December a felony. Mr.
$. G. Elliot opposed this. He took the position
gbat. no matter how unjust the provisions of the

pretended submission, no such action should be
taken in reference to voting. There must bo no

such barbarous laws. He was sustained by Mr.
Dietiler and others. Mr. John Specs defended
tbe proposal to make the holding of said election a

felony. The proposition was voted down. The
¦Sill passed, after receiving various amendments
from Messrs. Dietxlcr, Mitchell, Basset, and others,
the Council having passed it since, I subjoin n

ropy. I also send a copy of the Militia law, passed
fcnonimously, and of the two concurrent resolu¬
tions.the one indorsing the Topeka Constitution
and praying for admission under it, the other pro.
tenting against the Lecompton Constitution.
dts Act to Provide for Submitting the Lecompton

Constitution to a Vote of the People.
Be if enarted by the (Inrrrnor and Ijrgulati»e At*

gfawefp of the Territory of Kaniat: SECTIOS L That an
ejection shall be held on tbe first Monday in January,
A- I>. 1*58. between the hours of 9 o'clock n. m. and'6
o'clock p. in., at which all the bona fide male inhab¬
itants of the Territory of Kansas, over 21 years of
age, who are citizens of the United States, or who
have declared on oath their Intentionsto become such,
and who shall have reamed in said Territory thirty
flays next preceding said election, and ton days in thr»
eounty where said persons offer to vote, may vote for
tbe ratification or rejection of the Constitution,adopted
by the late Constitutional Convention at Lecompton,
arganized under the act of the VJtb of February,
sV I>. 1857, entitled, " An Act to provide for the tak-
" ing of a Census and election of Delegates to a Con-
" Vratloa." The voting shall be by ballot. Those
Voting for the lit-compton Constitution with the arti¬
cle entitled 41 Slavery," t-hall cast a ballot with the
frofdn "Lecompton Constitution wifh Slavery arti¬
cle; " and those voting for the Constitution and against
tbe article entitled '. Slavery,'' shall cant a ballot with
the words " Lecompton Constitution without tbe
Slavery article;" mid those voting against the Consti¬
tution shall cast a ballot with the word* " No Lecomp¬
ton Constitution."

Sic. 2. It shall be the duty of the Oovernor of
Kansas Territory to appomt three Oommiasiouers in
each county, whose duty it shall be to establish elec-
fion precincts and appoint throe Judges of Election in
Ohe several precinct* of their respective counties. If,
at the hour of opening the polls, the duly appointed
Judge*are not present, or if thiy shall fail or refuse
to act, then the voter- asm mhled anal] have power to
Clect Judges to fill the vacancies thus <«-,.*..:.,..>.{.

Si i. 3. The /edges of Election shall be duly sworn

to a faithful performance of their duties. They shall

api>ojnt two clerks who shall keep a faithful record of
the names of all persons depositing their votes with
(taid Judgee. At the clo-ing ef the jmjII*. the Judges
ahall count the ballots, and certify at the bttoin of the
li-t of voters the number of vote- Mal hl c u b of the
gonna prescribed in the second sectHm of this act,
Which certificate shall be attested by the clerks. Ou>>
Of the Hats of voters thus certified shall be deposited
with one of the Commissioners provided for in this act,
and the other shall be immediately transmitted to the
Oovernor, or, in hi- ab ence from any cause, m the
President of the Dona U or the Speaker of the House
mi Representatives of the Legislative Assembly.

Sk< . 4. It shall be Iba date of the Oovernor of tbe
Territory, the President of the Council and Speaker
t>f the House of g> ipsemaitall tea, or either two of
them, immediately upon reeelrhig the returns, to ex¬

amine, them and certify to the general result of the
Vote upon the Constitution, in the manner herein pro-
s/ided, and cause the same to be mad.' known by
proclamation and communicated to the president and
Congress of the Hatted Mate-.
Sxc 5. Any oiKoer of an election herein provided

for, or of any other general or special election which
fjisy hereafter be held in this Territory up m any ques¬
tion or for any officer, or any person or person's who
ahall knowingly in»eribe or permit to be inscribed on

tbe poll-hook-< or Iis» ot voter- the name of auy voter
Opt actually preseat and voting, or the name of any
Xst n-oii ie.t awtltled to vote, Of -hall knowingly certify
to a falec Ust of voters, or shall otherwise make or

rertify to any fills'' re'nriis, knowing the same to tie
fai*»-, shall Ih> deemed guilty "f felony, and upon con¬

viction shall be pnnisl ed by imprisoamnmt hi the Pen«
itcntiary for Hot les* thai*, one nt more than five
years.Src. fi. In all oftspseo arising under any of the pro-
visions of this act, the Probate JnalgOS of the several
eVottfitie.. shall have "t i nal and exclusive jarisdici ion,
and shull have the same powers in summoning Juries
.rid in all o(f, i!'i:,.t s appertaining to the arToat
trial, conviction and punishment of ,-uc i offenders as

an- now by Inw invested in tbe District Courts in case
af tele ay. Provided that if the I*robat e Judge of any
County shall refuse to aol on auy prosecution then the
Judirc of an adjoining County sfial! have cognisance
rjf tbe case.

Sec. 7. Any person, not a legal voter of Kansas
Territory, who mall voti i. th.s or nay other electioa
to be held in said Ti nd ary, or otbei wise Interfere to

Jrvvcnt i tatr expression ot th.^ popular will -hall be
eras d gwilty of a felony, ami on eenvietloa thereof

aVtoi. a proper magistrate a« hereinbefore provided,
»hall 1h- fined in a sum ot net more thea fisDU, or impris¬
oned at bard labo :¦¦< no noro thaa uao veer, in the
sÜscro?i'«n of the C lUrt.

Sei. Tbe pan os-S of thfat act shall be aVeanad
aufficicnt notice ot said ol ctlon.

Sir.!*. All act-, 01 part* of nets conflicting with
tb<- aliovc. shall be an l the sejna nr* hereby repealed.

Ttug act to take off« and be In fbroahroea and att.r
its pi
dts A* T ro (>. an d Regulate the Militia of tho

I err-to' y of lvaus>i*.
B< U r.'aoc,« bmtm fi'sevrasr and aVfis/efire *t*»

mtmM 4 tht T> rn'trv ,>t Kansas; Si.cnov I. That
tbe M,.i;H of the iWifan ef Kansas shall coa-
eist af > ... ry white ma iaaavhatom over lias age of
cighleeii years an.l njaV i the age of mrty-flve years,
¦ad shall besabk-cl to the rul. s and regulations as
brreinuttcr pTiSjasniail.

Kki. .:. Tne Uoaua ts ,sj officer- of sai.l militiaor-

SmixatMa stall roa»a»tof one Mcdordieneral, sight
re.rHdi.-r-Oea.-raU. stic Lm )w.,.tor., ;,.r, ,.;, ,.,.. (iUar-

teni.ast. r-ftcucriil, one t 'onlu,J.«,4ry.(;en. nil, sad QM
tNirgeond4ers*ral, to he ele, t,.,j v :,H.^ dative A<-
asmliy of sanl Territory, la j,.u( ksuaventioa, aud
canaaasaiaoad by ths Oowraor.

fee. a. T. .. llc^ mm ktal ofBcer* ahall poasiaf of OM
s.bH Ltetrtenaat-t i>lou<!. one Major one Qtiar-
tcrmaster,ami one « omi isaary » th thai .nh ,V Major
tobemeeied byfbe CompanyCoBUBissiooed otBcers
c>i t)«> r. gimeat, and cesuiu >si"a>-.l by thai 'ov,asa>r.

Bac. L The t' >mpany Comun siooed offioera ahall
Cs-asiat of oae Captasn. um Lioel nnm. aud twoad.ii.
tioaal Li ntenauts. t»e Ucl>ed by the Company aud
*>*kamhahsaed by the Governor.
M.c :.. A Bsxgadr snail. ansJat of two.»- more rog\.

I rate, ¦ s^gfiasaal of tw > ,.r more fampanha. and a

t urapaaj of .' rfy or trwi .. sara, a* may i>* proscribed
h" the military board brreia ptuihtsg.

Rae, i.. ThefVasuBaader-ia-ehief nadevthe orgaaie
I .w, the ftfajor^ieaeral, Ihe highi BrigadlWdienerak*,
j ein p<atpr, AJJutaui, Ouawxenaaater, Cosmmeaary,
aud Surg> on- (tem rals iiu'lei Ibis act, or a majority ot

thaan«ejaasajtrll ute'i a Military Board tor ;\. i'. rnt.iry
af K«r:->i«; said Hoard shall sit upon its c.u ., a.'j,ium-
meat, shall- keep a re- ord of its |noiaailinis, shall re-

port annually to the Lea UUi»e Assembly, and tbe
»ra-mber*fbere<>f.exei vt thi (.'etnmander-ii<w-> f, shall
Issaabjeet tanaamvaib] said t*ssnalafiv« AeWaahiy«
'i be nr^: Military Boei i si *U! hold its fir-t s<- laioa wnn.
HitLjriy days after the paaeaga of this Ort, Oi such
planes)*) «m*y be agr"« d ujioU by the ue uiV.,
Sxe. 7. Tor Comi andc ia-Ctiief, or m majority of

e'ud lioard, shall have p>>wer ls> call out said imi -.i
'f any me-rr>-w », or fvr pi^rp*iees ot' dm!, c m asj (.

the civil authorities!. It ii made the duty of aawd
Board to adopt aurb rule* aad regulations under the
provisions of thin art a* »hall secure an official organ-
f/ation of the militia of the Territory of Kansae.

Sir. 9. That the Inspex tor-dcneral, under the it
reetiou of the Military Board hereinbefore provided,
have the eaotody nnd direction of all arm* and ac-

toutermcnt* belonging to the Territory of Kan«ns.
and shall annually report to the Legislative Assembly
the number and condition of the Käme; and it in made
Ids dnty to proceed to collect »aid arms and aeeonter-
ments. He shall, under the direction of said Military
Hoard, issue arm« and aocouteruiHUt* to the officers of
anv companv organized und« if the pr*visions of this
act. It shall be his duty to take the bonds of such
officers in such form as the Military Board shall here-
after prescribe for the preservation and prompt return
of such arms and accoutermenfs, in order to euable
the Inspector-General to comply with this section. It
shall be the duty of the Captain, a* commanding
officer of each company, who shall receive arms and
a<couterments as aforesaid, to report to him annually,
and offener if required, the exact condition of said
arms nnd accouterments.

Sxc. 10. That the Adjutant -General shall receive
and file in his office all returns hereafter directed bythe said Military Hoard to be sent him. under the pro¬visions of this act. He shall annually, previon* to
the meeting of the Legislative Asaemblv, make a re¬
turn to the Conimander-in-Chief and Major-General,
nnd forward a duplicate thereof to th»; President of
the United States. Such return ahnll be in a concise
shape.show the exact strength and condition of the
different corps, and the number and quality of the
arms and accouterments.

Src. 11. The officer* provided for in »hi* act shall
be allowed such compensation as may hereafter be
pre»cril>ed by law.
Sec. V2. General, field, eommis-ioned and -taff nffi-

eera shall, for disobedience of orders, iinofficer-like
conduct while on duty, or during any day appropri¬ated for military exercises or parade, and lor tho
neglect of any dutv imposed upon them as officer* of
the militia, be subject to trial by Genera! Court Mar¬
tial, according to the usage and practice of war,
which Court Martial shall consist of not less than
fire nor more than seven members, and the senior offi¬
cer, who shall always be of a rank superior to the offi¬
cer on trial, shall preside. A Court Martial for the trial
of uu officer below the grade of a field officer shall be
Appointed by the commanding officer of the brigade
to which he belongs; for the trial of an officer of the
grade of field officer, by the commanding officer of
the division; for the trial of a general officer by the
Comrnnnder-in-Chief; nnd in every Court Martial
there shall bo a .fudge Advocate, who sha I discharge
the duties of that office according to th'j usage and
practice of Courts Martial, and no other person
shall be admitted to prosecute or defend the arrested
officer.

Skc. 13. The following persons nra exempted from
militia duty under the provisions of this act: The
members of the Exaentive and Judiciary Depart¬
ments of the General Government of the United
States and their respective officers, the Custom-
House officers, Postmasters.mail carriers actually em¬
ployed in the care and conveyance of the mails of the
inited States, and ministers of the gospel of every
denomination, regularly ordained and lsrensed. and
no others.

Sic. 14. All acts and parts of nets in relation to the
militia of this Territory, armi nnd accouterments, or

anything appertaining to the same, are hereby re-

poaled.This act fo tuke effect und be in force from und after
its pnssnge.
COSCIHRF.nt RKSOatTTIONS, rtapfirwino tiik pm-

ple's CONSTITUTION, FRiMKU AT TOI'i'.ka, OS

tjik 23d DAT or 0CTOBBH, a. d. 18.V>.
Fsaerethr CooaeU Ore m. Hones Dec 15, 1857.

HlfrraTS, In the Spring of IM-Vi the first legislative
Assembly of the Territory of Kansas was by force
and violence seized upon fiv people foreign to our soil,
ändernde oflaws enacted highly unju-t and oppressive,
and calculated to drive off or enslave the actual set¬
tlers of said Territory, nnd to fix upon them an insti¬
tution revolting fo a large majority of the bona fide
citizens of the Territory; and'wktruu, to avoid civil
war. and as the only peaceful alternative, asserting,
as they did, thnt the principle formally enunciated in
an act organizing the Territories of Nebraska and
Kansas would fully authorize and sustain them in
this movement, the people of said Territory did pro*
ceed to call a Convention to frame' a State Constitu¬
tion, the delegates thereto were regularly and fairly
elected, and on the li'td day of Oetober, .80.'», did as-

gamble in Convention ait Topeka in said Territory, and
did frame a Constitution,and provided for its submis¬
sion to B full ami fair vote of the people for their latili-
cntion or rejection, to wit: on the loth day of Decent
ber, tHTgi; and vherra», at the time aforesaid, the

people were engnged inn war resi-ting an armed inva¬
sion from abroad, nnd were disabled thereby from
giving expression upon said instrument; and rrkrrra*,
altei ward, to wit. on the 3d day of August, A. I).
IMj", said Constitution was again submitted to a full
and fair vote of the people for their ratification or re-

jeetion, and by them ratified by a majority of about
eight thousand; therefore,

Ibto/rrd, That the Constitution framed at Topeka,
in said Territory, on the23d of October, A. I). I8.m,
embodies the wishes of the people, as the Constitu¬
tion of the State of Kansas.

2. That we hereby memorialize the COBgTCsa of the
Unitiil States to admit the State of Kansas into the
Union, under the said Constitution, framed at Tope¬
ka, in said Territory, on the 23d day of October, A. 1).
18.V», na aforesaid, as one of the sovereign States,
upon nu equal footing with the other Slates.

3. That the 1*resident of the Counei! and the Speak¬
er of the House of Representatives bo respectfully n«-

ejaeeted to transmit a copy of f'iese resolutions, with a

certified copy of the said Constitution framed al To¬
peka on the 23d day of October, A. I). 1»j.">, as afore¬
said, to the Presioent of the United States, and the
preaiding officers of each House of Cnsifllfaw
MtKAMBLn and joint H» solTTIoSs in RKI vt10n TO
THF t ON.-TITl TION Fll AMK II AT t.KCOM PTON, kansas

TERRITORY, ON TU ~TH HAT OF NOVEMBFR, 18Ö7.
W'hrrrat, A small minority of the people living in

nineteen of the thirty-eight counties of this Territory,
availing themselves of a law which enabled them to
obstruct and defeat u fair expression of the popular
will, did, by the «slious and oppressive application of
the provisions and pnrtissin machinery of said law,
procure the return of the whole number of the dele-
gajteeof the Constifutional Convention recently as¬
sembled at Lecompton; and

Where**, By reason of the defective provisions of
said law, in connection with the neglect and miscon¬

duct of the authorities charged with the execution of
the same, the people living within the remaining
nineteen counties of the Territory were not permitted
to return delegates to said Convention, were not re¬

cognized in its organization, nor in any sense heard or

felt in its deliberations; and
Marrens, It is au axiom of political ethics that the

noopJe cannot be deprived of their rights by the neg.
[igenoe or misconduct of public rafloera; and

KaVreaw, A minority, to wit, twenty-eight only of
the sixty members of said Convention have attempted,
by an unworthy contrivance, to intpoee upon the whole
people of the Territory a Con-tit ution, without icn-

siilting their wish, and against their will, and
Whrrrar, The memls rs of snid Convention have

refused to submit their action for the approval or dis¬
approval of the Voters of the Territory, and in tlio*
acting have defied the known will of nine-tenths of
the voters thereof; and

Whereat, The action of n fragment of said Conven¬
tion, representing, as they did, a small minority of the
voters of the Territory, repudiates and crushes out the
distinctive principle of the Nebraska-Kansas let. and
vitiates ami tramples under hiot the rights and the
sovereignty of the people] and

II'lrrears. From the foregoing statementsof bete,
il clearly appears thai the people lave not bees "Infi
'. frei- to form ami regulate their doOMstic institutions
.'in their own way," but on the i ontiary, at every
stage in the anomalous proceedings recited, they
have been preTented from *o doing; bo if therefore

ffesadrraf. By the Governor and Legislative Assembly
of Kansas Territory, that, the people of Kansas being
opposed to said Con-titution, Congress has no rightful
ass r to rtdmtf said Territory into the Union as n Srate

under it, and that the representatives of said people
do hereby, in their name and in their behalf, solemnly
protest agahH such adaBiaaiott.

Kttahfti. That such actum on the part of Congress
would, hi thejudgment of the members of this Legbf
lattve Assembly, be an entire abandonment of the
doctrine of .'non-intervention " in the affairs of the
Territory, and a substitution in its stead of Congres¬
sional intervention iu bashejfof a minority, engaged in
u (ii.-reputable attempt to defeat the will and violate
the rights of the majority.

JTJ-j jalsod, That the people of Kan.-asTerritory laiiu
the tight, through . legal and fair iiapraaaiaaiof the
will of a majority of her i itireus, to form and adopt a

Constitution for themselves.
lö'olrrd. That the Governor of this Territory bo

rcqu. st. d to forward a copy of the foregoing preamble
ai d resolutions to the |*resident of the United State-,
the l'residetit .f the Santa arid the Speaker of th.
House of Bensens,asalUoe. and to the Drdegata ha
CuUglOaa from tins Territory.

XrroMrroN, K. T., Dev. lt>, \*;>7.
The Tcrritoriid IsCg.alature is atL'l in session.

Secretary St anton eviuces the utmost solicitude for
an adjournment. To the moat earnest individual
solicitationa he has added the notification that there
were " only $30 in the Treasury yeatenla)," con¬

sequently there would be nothing to meet the cur¬

rent eipeiiaeai of to-day. So far, bra wiahea hare
been regarded to a greet extent by th* body, and

if the wie« in n euUr M^.on and w » - ir. Vl
Miraficaof »h-t wiU MdmJInot he done, uponthe whole I think thev had better adjournIt wasunderstood that Secretary Stanton wonM
sign the Militia hi!!, hat a* it baa net yet got bark
with hm signature, and aa be impressing for an im¬
mediate adjournment, it look* aa if be intended to
frustrate ita main object by preventing tbe Joint
Session from elect rig the Board of MihtiaOfficera. I
learned but night that be would send it b.*ek with
a message objecting to sign it.
He has, an yet. signed nothing. He would hare

signed the resolution* against the Lecompton Con¬
stitution, only for some trifling informality. I sup-
pnse be will sign these, and the bill for submitting
the Lecompton Constitution to a vote of the peo¬
ple. More, I do not think be deatres doing.

Yesterday a bill passed repealing the law which
created the lecompton Convention. Thi* is de¬
signed to prevent the Itgal succession of the author¬
ities thnt propose to »uporseda the Territorial
Legislature. There is a law to take up and submit
the f s-njiijtipj Constitution, bnt as an abstract
measure. Under such circumstance* the refusal of
this body to submit tbe Topeka Constitution,
together with it. is the more reprehensible. There
is a majority of Topeka Constitution men in tbe
body.two-thirds indeed; but they are of the more
timid class, and are under tbe influence of supposed
pledges to Secretary Stanton and a constrained im¬
pression that honor limits them to certain legislation.
This hostility of Secretary Stanton to the Topeka
Constitution, and his expressed opinion that any
action in relation to it would be a violation of
pledges, is rather far-fetched. The fact is that tbe
great mass of the people of Kansas bare declared
unmistakably in favor of clinging to that instru¬
ment, and they nil! have it urile« such politicians
as Stanton should succeed, by this covert hostility,
in perverting popular will. The anxiety of the
people to have this question settled, if is hoped,
will induce them to forego the Topeka Constitution
and take something else. This perversion of the
popular u U is, no doubt, the most approved speci¬
men of "Squatter Sovereignty."
A bill was introduced yesterday for the purpose

nf providing an election of delegate* to a Cnustitu-
tumal Convention. It proposed to have the dele¬
gates elected on the 4th of Januarv, under the
same judges of election, and restriction*, as pro¬
vided in another bill. This proposal, after consider¬
able discussion, was Toted down. The House bad
gone into Committee of the Whole to consider it,
when, after discussion, a substitute was adopted
recommending that a census be taken, or rather
recommending the Legislature, at it* regular ses¬

sion in January, to pass a census law. The vote
was close, and may not be decisive.
A bill was introduced providing for an election of

State officers under tbe Lecompton Constitution in
ease that instrument should become the organic
law of the future State. Alter discussion it was
referred to Committee.
The Lecomptonites have sent a messenger to

Washington to obtain, if possible, a decision from
Attorney-(icncral Hlack declaring the acts of the
Legislature to be illegal.

Lecompton, K. T., Dec. IG, 1857.
As I bad expected, Sec. Stanton baa sent in his

Veto to the Militia bill. It had been understood
that he would sign it. It is now perfectly clear
that he intends the Legislature sLall do nothing
except to provide for sitbmitling the Lecomptou
Constitution to the people, and submitting it alone.
That the Militia bill might not in all respects be

pleasing to him is probable. Here i* bis message:
"To the Ihn re of Reprn, ntn' c ' of the T< rritory of
"OXMTLIJIBa! Herewith I return the bill entitled

'y\n Act to organize and regulate the Milita of the
Territory of Knn a«,' which wn- preseated yeWterday
for my approval, but from which 1 nm compelled to
withhold my sum tion.
" No necessity eeems t'» in'- ?«> U..iro»i,«t e rcorRtmi-

satietyoftbe militia at tbe present lime; aud such a

nieii-urc is aot, in my judgment, legitimately connect-
ad with the general purpose for which the Legislative
Assembly is now convened. Moreover. I sin deeply
Impressed with tbe Importance oforc^ageverything
which, at this criticaljuncture of affairs, might serve

to irritnte the minds ot he people and amuse appre¬
hensions sm h as might oatnrally be e¦gendered by uuy
military movement whatever.
"Looking to the provisions of the bill if .-elf. I dis¬

sent from that part ot it which provides for the election
of the general officers by the two Houses of the Lsg.
islntive Assembly. If any change should be made
fmui th.- pi, sent mode of appointment, I am of opinion
that the officers in question should be elected by the
I.pie, or by those who arc liable to be called into
servio under the law.

.. Hut the most fatal objection to the proposed law,
and thnt which is entirely coin Insivc t-> my mind, is to
be found in the seventh section, which authorizes ' a

majority of the Military Hoard to cull out the militia
.in any rflSrrgeBCy.' "

"By the organic set the Qoveraor of the Tern-
ti rv is made Commandcr-in-Chicf of the militia, and is
barged With the defy Of seeing I he laws laitbfully ex¬

ecuted. The proposed law would virtually depose
him from thi- position, Bad would place him in the
power of a IJoard uqx... .1 «.t irencinl officers of the
milithi, including hint-elf it is true, but in which he
might at any time be overruled by the majority.
" In my jüdment, such a law woohi be in direct con¬

flict with tbe organic art, aud would therefore lie null
and void. If, however, it might be considered legally
\a!i<l, it would bo hostile to the aüuseerjedjgcd pnnrf-
pk s of civil lib* rty, w hich rcquir, the sulsnrd'nuti.m
of tbe military to the civil power. To oonfer upon a

majority af the general officers of tlie militia the
power to Judge ot the occasion when the military
force of the Territory should be railed iatonctioa,
would be to establish n military despotism of the
¦lost dangeroes and pernicious character,

.. With these objoctfoas I return tho bill in question
to the Hons*- in which it originated.

Uampton. Dee. 15, 1^.7. 5 Klt> D. P. STANTON."

The organic act does indeed make tbe Governor
counuander-in-cbiet' of tbe militia, but dia-s not in

auy senw define bis duties as such. Hy this law he
dill coinniander-in-ehief, and the management of

the militia, for orgauixution or use, is given to a

Military Hoard, of which be is the head. Under
the bogus statutes, which have been so heartily sus¬

tained by the Fillers! Administration, the whole

military power was in the bandt« of militia officers,
and none whatever in tbe hands of the Governor.
Any captain of militia could call out his company;
and evert body knows that they were in the habit of
doing so. Not a solitary figment of power was left
with the (tovernor. Such was the law of tbe Ter¬
ritory until this law repealed it and substituted a

Military Hoard, of which the Governor is the head,
for the irresi«msible act* of a few military officers.
Let the Administration ors...-s. in view of these
tin ts, and titter having SUStSIBCd the former system,
and even apologized for its abuses, complain of this
if they diirc.
As for tbe moral argument of a " military despot-

ism," that is amusing. It appears thus that it
would not be despotism for some partisan satrap of
the South, sent 1 re by a corrupt Ainiuistratioii, to

bold the pewtf of the military completely and solely
in his grasp. Shannon's Mi-'ouri militia of thi*
WaheTBSa war w;i». no doubt, in "accordance with
" the principles of civil liberty." Woodsou's vil¬
lainous cut-throats from the same delectable region,
w ith a hundred unavenged murders hanging on their
skirts, were al«o regularly orthodox.

I hu: glad to be able to record the fact that the
militia bill wa» prouiptlv pn^-cd over the Governor's
v. to by a two-thirds vote. In this militia matter the
f TgHltlfT btr* ft***1 its only act of independence
against the will ot Ha Governor. In the present
emergency tbey knew too much to leave the militia
power in the hand* of the old bogus onxcers, some

of whom an' resident* of the State of Missouri
to-day, as they have always been. The necessity
for prompt action is lew appsreut. and the Admin¬
istration has to Icaru that it is now dealing with men.

In joint convention the Legi*laturc proceeded at
i nee, this afternoon, to elect militia officer*. Jam- *

H. l^uie was auanimously elected Major-General.
A Committee was then appointed to present name* ia
connection with the other ofllce*, so as to hare fheru
. quail) divided over the Territory. The following
ticket was reported and elected:

J. 0. Lo«rx of Le«snwor»li. PL-* Brigadier fVnr-v
S » J»».»."« «IIV.Lishai.. v. J Brrv -. <*. *. rsi.
/ i litt l of R Third nnssdlrf Orarrtl
K**. W ALSES .«rL»WT. Irf». P.l.rti n- ..>rU.i;ei.
C at. * i ot i< c- -sv nca asOjsOa* Oeastal

J; hiII ayssaVaawsfCsaVsCe lUseh ¦HSaaariOwsi.
r j. Ci.s*u tSD*< T«u rialsh l*aaaTsa««lss*sng,
( r. CsiM>i i 'Q ttmitn ASi..-«a's>w»

iuasn Uc»«r:s *« Ovaleas* «u**:«T*as»:er Uwcrsi

Ii- s. B r»f»Ti>»</LiwTr!j.e. a>_-i-oc<>-w'-».
It is libel) tUt Ading-Oorentor Stanton will re¬

fuse to rooomnnMin these mea. Under a rule adopted
b> the first Bsirder-Ruffun legislature, and not jot
repealed, toe President of the Council and Speaker
of the House were authorized to issue all commis¬
sions. What was g..,j for Peter ought not t.. be
lad for Paul.

THE LEGISLATURE ADJOURNS.
LrroMPTOjr. K. T.. Dee. 17. In'.T.

The Territorial legislature has doiti the work
I of tint special session. What the) hare done I wiii
I sum up very briefly. They regaled the. law au-

I trotting the Convention that framed the Ieeomp-
I ton Constitution; vetoed by Stanton.paaaed over

I his veto. The) passed the Militia law; vetoed by
I Manton.passed over hir veto. They elected om-

I ccrs under it. They provided for submitting the
I Jecompton Constitution to a fair vote of the people
I on the 4th of January; approved by Stanton. They
I passed a law to pumsb election frauds; approved
I by Stanton. They passed a joint resolution pro-
I testing against the Leeompton Constitution, setting
I forth the facts in connection with if. and. as the
I representatives and Governor of the Territory, de.
I manded that Congress abal! not admit Kanaaa a* a
I State under it; signed by Stanton. They proposedI a ronruiT.t resolution, raaftinning the Topeka C<>n-
I atitntion, declaring it to be the organic law for the
I future State, eboae# as such by a majority of the
I people, and demanding admission under it as a State
I of the Union. This was placed in the shape of a
I concurrent resolution, to relieve Stanton from the
I necessity of signing it. Hoth of these seta of reso-
I lutiona are to be sent by the Speaker of the HofJSi
I and Prtadrtjl of the Council to the President and
I each presiding officer of Congress.
I The legislature rejected the bill for electing dele-
I gates to a Constitutional Convention. They rtee-
I leeted or refused to take any steps for submitting
I the Topeka Constitution together with the leoomp-
I ton Constitution. They rejected the hill providingI for electing officers under the leeompton Constitu-
I tion in January, to be the officers in case of the
I acceptance of said Constitution by Congress.
] Such is the sum and substance of their labor*.
I Thev would have done much more but for their
I pledge to Stanton. The people will be very much
I dissatisfied w ith their action. They have done some

I good things, however.

CTVIL WAR COMMENCED AC.AIN.
LtxoMpTow, LT., Dee. 17. 1867.

It is ag.im my duty to record warlike events in
I the Territory. Oecnrring at this time, these events
I have a greater significance. As is usually the case,

I accidental and unforeseen causes appear to have

I originated the present difficulties, which, so far, are

I limited to a portion of the Territory one hundred
I miles distant from here. The locality is Fort Scott.
I which is a neat of the vilest Border Ruffians in the
I 'territory. It was a Government fort, the buildings
I on which alone cost nearly 4G(s),000. Shortly after
I the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, a private,
I smuggling sale of it was made to a few of the prom-
I hated actors in the Border-Ruffian invasions. The**
I parties were (most ol them still are) Missourias-.
I They got th* fort for $."»,000.this being another of
I those Fort Snelling swindles. The actors in it,
I however, have succeeded in screening their villainy
I to a great extent, Since the sale, the fort has re-

I ally Wn a Border-Ruffian citadel.a stronghold of
I the Missouri invaders. The few posted there are

I reckless and unscrupulous villains. A few of Bu-
I ford's men were added ?<» .fco population there last
I year; but it has always been a sort of Castle Dan-
I gerotis to the peaceful squatters in that vicinity.

Laet Summer, when three new land offices were
I created in the Territory, in realeaw im.t II,^.,
I haunts, one of them was very appropriately fixed
I at Fort Scott by the Department. The two officers
I appointed for that region were Epaphroditu* Ran-
I aomand that arch Berdel Ruffian Clarke, the mur-

I derer of Harber. |{. iflrei as a second Cain, Clarke
I commenced a similar career of villainy in the k>
I relity to which he was thus removed to that in
I which he has! formerly so prominently figured !n
I this region. He, of course, found at Fort Scott a

I parcel of choice and suitable spirits, and in the fort
I he no doubt flattered himself that he could be sc-

I cure from the consequence* of his villainy. AI-
I though not an officer, he ba< been instigating some

I bogus officials to act* of otitrng»-.the dc«igti being
I evident!) to produce a disturbance, so that he might
I have the troops called out. First nnd foremost,
I the«e scoundrels have l»eeii collecting bogus faxes,
I which, under their dispensation, isauother name for
I stealing. They have taken corn in the field, horses.
I cattli.in fact, every thing they could lay their hand*
I on. This of if«olf was sufficient to cause adisturb-
I ance; but, not content with this, they have coin-

I nieticcd active prosecution* under the Rebellion bill.
I Several arrest* were made, and some Free-Sfate
I rnen were lodged «* rebels at Fort Scott.
I Under those circumstances th»< people there and
I at Sugar Mound got up a company for the rescue
I of these men. Terrified even in the wall* of the
I fort, the I'ni-Slarerymen sent to Missouri for help.
I A company numbering, by the most trusty accounts,
I upward of one hundred and fifty men, came from
I Maaaneui. The force first raised under a Capt.
I Montgomery of Sugar Morind. a nan of intelligence
¦ an»l character, numbered only wrnie thirty: but
I they did not hesitate to seek the Pro-Slavery- force
I and offer them battle. A akirmish tee*; efare, in
I w hich it appears that no one was killed but several
I wen-wounded. The Misaoiiriaos retreated bp
I more reinforcements, but it was a sort of drawn
I affair. Acting, probabl), under the alarm, the
I prisoners were released.at all events they were n

I leased; but (he ball was now in motion. The Mis-
I sotiriati* and Fort Scott I'uffiuns drove a Free-Stafe
I man from a claim. The Free-State men had sent for
I assistance. Rumors were circulated that Gen. Brown
I (old Capt. Brown) had gone into that neighborhood.
I At all events there was a skirmish. ^A house and a barn
I were burned.the barn belonged to Clarke. Three
I J'ro-Slavery men were killed, and the r. port is that
I others are wounded on both sides. The Jl>s»mn-
I ana and Fort Seettitfi were routid, but wen» able
I to retain poaacBaton of the fort. In these circum-
I stances thev immediately sent to the Acting Gover-
I nor for f-oops.I The l'n.-Mavery messenger came fn»m Scott nnd
I arrived here yrsatetday evening. He laid a frightful
I siory. Clarke and hi* compeer*, n order to get >he
I tns.pa called out, sen'out writt.u atnteaaenta full
I of lie*, similar ha flu»*«- they got up in the VVahrfiaaa
wnr. Tbey said that "Gen. LaMVU fortifying in
" the neighhsirboisl of Fort S-ott with 600 men."
(Gen. I.sue was at leeompton.) They atated that
two l'ro->larerj men were roa>t,-i ahrr.rather a

lirtafb stor).and they deuiajded the United States
trooaja.

It is t:or known whether Stanton has sent for the
troops or not. It :* g'.ven out that be i- holding the
deumrd under adiisenient. Meanwhile Gen. Den¬
ver, tbe newly appoiutedGovernor, hi at Lawrence,
and w :!l be here tni* evening or to-morrow.

LawriaiK, Midnight. Dec. 17, 1-07.
I have just received information of a etdi more

startling character fn»m the region of wat. A mes¬

senger just in report* a battle fought brio* Sugar
Men ml. laat nighf. The Pm-Slavery men made the
attack on aaajar Free-State men and met with re¬

pulse. It is alleged that several men were mortally
mumied; among thi-m. Blake LÜH»* member of
th- mm Constitutional Convention, and one of rao

candaiatea under the bogn* Coostituton
Missourians are must* nng in con«iderable fare* at

Baniesiiiie, a »illage on the border, some eight
miles fn>m the Missouri line. Th«y al*o mustered
at Fort Scot*. Tie*) have been scouting the count)
ia surprise parties, and have taken nms sixFree-
>tate men priaooera. whom they hold at Fort Scot*.
Tb« Lrea o« tbeae men an- reported to be in imminent
jeopardy.

As maiteei are aasurmng ao eery BayraTfan an as¬

pect. I atari immediatery id: tee erat of war. iW
¦ lea distant. I cosoot rreeh it h»etor« naoa t*-

taorrvtt. At I au no* hvr.* ao o«">o-..a.t- to

(Hrr.mun.fjV hv\ er a day or two. I wr.te these
line* err I smrt.
The u'jrht i* very dark giooeny and cold.
Secretary SfanUKi promised not to send tee troops'

d< w ii in obedience to to«* rroiiisition of too V*ro-
SLavery ovo. until he consulted with Free-State
men. for tear of any collision with the troop*. The
danger i* that enr people are ao exasperated at ail
thia business, that they may by acme fatality
Commence hostilities with e^en the troops if the lat¬
ter are found side by side with the oppressors.

Secretary Stanton. while making such promise*,
?as weak.) listened to tbe request* of the |»ro-S4ar-
cry men. and secretly sent orer last night V> Lcev-
enworfh for a force of dragoon*, who are now
fastening for the same point. I hare beard are-

port that they crossed at the Delaware croising
some eight hours ago. {

Secretary Denver i* at Lecompton. and w ill en-

mediate!) supersede Stanton.
It would be needless for me to add that there

nererwssa mosaent when the use of tbe Federal
army in Kanse* wore a more threatening aspect
t: r. it doe* now. Tbe patriotism of those who are
truer to good order and the public peace than the
present reckless Administration will be sorely tried.
Tbe militia of the Territory, nnder the new law,

ha* been onranired, or has commenced its organ,
il ton.

MIRPLR OK MR. LATHAM.
TV>«nfH»v Dec. 17, IA">7.

A company of tii'ven armed ruffians from Atrhison
have just left thi« city, after naving murdered. ia the

public stress, »ith a shot eun. Mr. Latham, a Free¬
st a'e fairen ot' I>on phan. Tbe-e men came in in
parties of twe about 1 o'< '.o« k tnis aft* rnoon, and after
< on suiting together, one of them named MeVeay shot
at Mr. Latham and mortally wounded him as he was

peneetnUy walking along the street, unarmed and an-

saepectine, near trie Poniphan House. The buekshot
ent r,d the head and blew out his brain*. Mr. Latham
in-tantly fell dead.
AnotaBf member of the Atehison company, after the

fatal shot wn* fired, discharged bis rifle in the air.
The party then left the town.

This outrage occurred so suddenly that no one was

prcparrd for it, and the murderers es«aped. A com-

panv of citiaens of Doniphan hare started in pursuit.
Tbe death ef Mr. I»atham at Doniphan is confirm*!

by Mr. Gaily, a passenger from that place, who in¬
forms us that he was but a few feet from Mr. L. when
he was sboL He was tired at from behind, and was
k e,l without having bad any warning from his as-
lees is, or any knowledge of who thev were.

^

'

[F.d. ZVm.

TKO-sLAVERY ACCOl'NT OF THE FORT
SCOTT AFFAIR.

Spe lal Dbfateh to Th. N. Y. HcnM
W\'Hi>oTov, Dee, %% Ifc'.r.

Letters' were to-day received at the State Depart¬
ment fron Chief .lust TeeWilliams, of Kansas Territory,
civin_' a dWtaili t aeeenat of disturbances which hav*
taken place la Ibe \i«inity of Fort It1est» Hesavs:
"Authentic information, verifiedhvtheoattisof most

rrsdibl* wtaaatsnsa, bes beta biasejbf to-day to Saws*
¦M stanton, that n bodv of men. fullv armed and
ci|u:t>r»'d with Sharp's rifles and revolvers, to the
Dumber ofone hundred, had appear. .1 in the vicinity
et Port Beert, under the command of one Mont-
goanery. who was a member of (be Topata Osevon
How, This company, or a peftfcmof if. proceeded to
the In Bsee ot Messrs. Wassoa (hourly ami South wood,
and violently soitad them, tied them, and took them
away, since which time nothing has ... v heard of
them. A rejKirf is abroad that they murdered them.
This, however, I think lack« antheath Ity. Complaint
in due form of law having been made of these acts
before a Justice of In Peace, the proper process was

put into the bands of (he Marshal to arrest the offend.
?Ts. He proceeded to their rendezvous ia Southwmsd's
hoi,- -, found it fortified, and as he approached it fifty
men armed with Sharp's nnVs and revolver* came
forth from the house in military order, commanded by
Montgomery, and demanded of him an as count of his
buaiaea there. Having informed them that he was
the Marshal, and that he had come to arrest then, or

some of them, by virtue of lejra! process, their replv
was that they had received a <li«pat< h from James IL
Lane that the Legislature now insertion had rivaled
a'l the laws of this Territory, and that they were their
own law-makers aud executors; thcretore they would
not permit any arrests to be made, and that be might
k ave. Finding their determination to reswt »um. and
knowing that BC SksM COSÜd not withstand the force

opposed to him, he loft them and returned to Fort
gc*si

.. l'h us Stands flic affair, as far 0,1 heard from. Now,
these mob openly profess to be organized and seat to
Fort Scott and vi« tatty by Cen. Lane. As they openly
and boldly swear they n ill bum Fort Scott, the rttutaa
of that pirn e are v irtually besiegt d and obliged to he
on duty day and night, w hile in the country around
the |*-<iplf by families are B) lag from their hums*, leav¬
ing their prop, rty evjiosed to the depredations of these
a\» !>.-* men.
" The above arc . ubstantia'.ly farts, as they are well

tBtbentieated. Vour*. truly, I. Wn fun*.'
George If. Sunders arrive<l here to-day, direct from

Kansas. He represents tbe condition of affairs to be
deplorable. Nothing has been re, eve.I by tbe Ad-
m.: -iration from ton. Denver of the election on the,
21st His".

TBE CONVENTION TO REASSEMBLE.
SV, m The l.airrrnrr RrpuUttan I'rf. IT.

The delegate Coaveatina which as*emi,i..d at i.aw-
r. '.i en thi' Vi insf. has been summoned b- :'. "^¦.rri-
toriu! Fvei utirc Committee to meet here ..v.n ou the
v-'M of the pren at month*
The fir-t impulse ofonr readers undoubtedly will be

to i.quire wbal thi- ineniis. Why la the Ooavaatkw
to a-.-, table
Tlie matter, aawe tmderstand H, la tklti The Cm-

volition on thevl. with a unanimity and enthu.-iasm
rarely to be found, marked out SCertain liaoof isdicr..
a hold, straightforward, consistent course of action.
The vital point in that line of pottej was thu sal
miviou by tie Legislative Assembly, at its eatmrami
sinn, of both constitutions.the Lecoatpaoa and Ta*
peka.tO a free and fair Vom of the people. The Lo-
romptog Constitution was to be voted down and tbe
Topeka Constitution adopted. This, it was appre¬
hended, would eithi r arevent t i*j adoption of the Le-
rompton Constitution ay Congr/as, or in eventoftts
adoption, would firni-h'u« with a legal starting point
for retiring around the Topeka Constitution an«l
»arcssfaliy resistiai tbe other. This policy we

gladly support*^. Hut it i" ascertained that the Leg.
islato u thot w' nee m ttoa the plan cannot he car¬

ried through, rtfmsti to accede to the unanimous re-

qm -t of the people. Huniiiiafing and galling to the
peopl ii- thi- fact bbi be. it is, ¦evertnokaaa, a fact,
rbe ricnse mads by tne neaabersof the L,-gislature
aim this assume the respawsibilfty of nullifying the
ai tkm of the people, is f har they are under a TJrdi?' to
Gov. Staaitoa which prohibits them from submitting
t « Topeka Cotuthatiaa. Whetiier this ptaBM a valid
one, and rr.ndc in L'ood f.iith or not, we do not say.
The onlv pledge given by the members was 'his, con¬

tained in a letter a-king the (jovemor to call the eatra
p. s-iou:
" As tits WSSrSsatalV** »f fL« peopl.-of K»r.««*. UlrWlri

¦ u. «j *rft) «*T fiaukl) s t *oyr
!.«..;. in j rimt w. i4i»,Tn«4 V« m it ns«*»«ry r pr per. if j.tu
fallsn i ltrs si ulsn of tud I<.fi»I»ti»s Xtm-udAj, n, niest ihr
present llliatsflsaiy < ri«.i o MM T. rrit"n»l history, tat <br ttiA
LeKi».«' pp to rater span rcaaaaj u. »"y f>*U«-r aashana than
tin' wl i, h tna? He n<-e«-sr7 in ..urjuSrnn-i.*. Ml ioun|ef»r« a*

far ¦* wt> rui l>-n:y, rbe prns><e<jin|r» f»rtae prrtrndmi .ubmU-
..'. v (.. .. . ta* p~e

r arts rir» th* t'HI Jt«.'itiier . *f th- r-r-o^y »f«:r »nS
IsMSstialnpBsrtunitr. taiuaas th* OsU.s i*>x Ks npe-a* <hrm-
sslvteli V i »«iij«r rns,' IssaVnsBMl As e-«.u»r wmk.l

brias wst I IS*, hrw"-t»r Impor-wit nur

wttki .: frt-tt attrau st hi tas puo^. t» p«.»'pi,n. j uutii tbat
t;n>< "

Thf whole proposed actioT), it will be seen, is left,
not to On* Staaten - o\ taiea, bat to tj%dgmmt of
the nu n.lie's theaaselves. VMu-tner the strict and
literal caiTjiag oat of the plan of action which the
people nnaaänoaaty propeeea in the delegate Conven-
[iea, v.z- tin rnbeaweoBof the two Constitutions tin
;. -.would have'M-en any mote a v iolatmn of the
¦bare pledge thaa the pas-age of tbe militia law, or

swni th.- <sther acts of the legislative Assembly
a* rbttestrw session, w,- ieave the people to judge. It
i- -i T>. sal 'o know »hat tbe Legslature take* the
tvspoaaibility of nullifying tbe plan of the people.
Thst the frtedom of KbBsm has i« meet seriously
imneriVd by this astion of those wh« m the people had
delighted to honor and to trust, wa are most thorough¬
ly aid patmfaihi eenvineed. The plan of battle >*

! r< hen apt the sonders themselves hav e hauled d«wa
the "oM, blind-«tained barner," the gallant rhaig* *n

ha* been brnn^»ht to a dead
halt ronfnaioa reigns and defeat threatens'
Use only Isopo assa lsa\ is again ta c*i tbsCon-

\ entioa lossrthar, and see how, with this changed a>-

|.s ' of ».flV's w --ha.1 tu'. We may now be driven
to the adoption of measure* which would not hare
becaeatertaiaed isra saasnaal h»i the plan uaani-
m. u !y adopted bythi-Conrentioa on the vd inst beet
mitbf dry (nrrkid oat,

... vsn--- <"Tn» Crusty Trib>u»s.
K»>.*« Citt. Mo.. Ose. k\ \t\>,.

II nisy fs« an item to yoa to know that the not«Trious

Cot, TH IS, I tat '-^e reprr-entative of " the Soathern
g-ntlemsB. that genuine spng of " Soathera ch'v-
a .-v, is here m all hs» gtory-the laurels of his Rie-

a-ama fame fresh and Wooniing upon aim: and that,
ss the fine sfHcuneo of the chivalrou* Seutbam gen-
tteanan t.ia» he was represented to be, he aspires to

the high mo-al and social position of tha keeper of a

ntjiOxy aaiooa ! Moreover, the redenatahie Cesanel
a atfil bviaafWaf pa<no4i*tn not only *ef but waxetb
r*. tai .»»j*t that be is already ceiiiag oaoa Us |

hand of heroes who fo! owed him into th* TirrtloTT
has* Somreer, torto follow bim to Utah m th*
Pfthm ««''«'S BnctMAV the day of thy dew*
.bnweth nigi. Hi* **.at*h>p ehould lake a leeaoa
fr>'m Oorsett's cot«, aati ,.m.> down at one*.

Fi-«r Timhc* or THt Boer* Rr rt no*..A g*e-tUniea arrived m thi* citv yeeterdav eve-cag. vW?ft Leavrr.wurth Cty on M< nday last (I>er. ha] at II
¦ ¦ V. Up to that time the contest wa* procee *ianT
qti:«tly. hot. an the election waa by ballot, s-r-trntny,»»»hsownof the ehararter of the vote. There waa a
ffratajideal of exoitemeet, but bo disorder af aajaf bad.
r» >¦ hot* ji may have b**a «o throughout the Tern.
torT- (St. Louis Republican, inc. «Ja.

Mom rTAsmsaTos.

F.--x o,* Own Caaaaaaaaaaal
WASHiNc-TO*. Thursday. IX. 24. 1SS7.

There are .tree* aymptora* that the Adrain.rtre-
tion intends to abandon or evade the issue it baa)
made on the Kansas rrarstioo. The more tumd or
the mere prudent of tbe> elaveholding directors of
the President are beginning to feel alarm at Urea
ominous took of the storm they have raised; ratal
though the fire-eaters continue to urge there for.
ward. they foresee aod hesitate. A * ~ ltarahhi
portion of the Southern leaders aro not jet nnefor
the scheme of diaunion and civil war erhicb is aft
the bottom of the attempt to drive the Ftee-Staha
men of Kansas into initiating revolutionary move,

meuts. Their plana hitherto have extended no ftp.
ther than the intellectual and moral auhjugatioo af
the Ilernocratio party to atrKirougbgoixig aadavoered
Piv-Sl.-tvery p* cy. with the hope of nominating
nnd electing a slaveholder to the Presidency in lSatX
Their object has been autrVciently accomplished la/
the ready acquiescence, or rather active eoopet*a>
tion. of a Northern Preaideat, the Northern useea.
hera of the Cabinet, and a majority of the Northen
iVmocratie Senator* and Represci TtUo*, and of
.North« rn Democratic prraaea. in the attempt ha
force a I'tv-Slavery C« rwhtute-n upon Kaasaa an

."tvn.pt persisted in, not from any expectation ef
practical success, but simply to degrade the North*
em Democracy and pnrge it of any lingering ra-
niaina of i pposition to the euprenucy of the alavo*
holding aristocracy. In apite of the resistance of
Messrs. IVtiglas and W alker, the Southern wing of
the party has achieved a decisive political victory
over the Northern wing, ee far as the party alone is

concerned. Satisfied with this triumph, and with
having driven Mr. Douglas into a position utterly
destructive ef his prospects before the Charieatea
Convention in 1H)0. the moderate Southern naeo

srw disposed fo witbilraw from the coiiteet, and
abandon Kansaa to the Republicans.
They are waiting to bear the result of the tec.

tii n in Kauaaa before they finally develop their plana
of evading the brae. The mode which wilt prt*ha|
bly be adopted, haa been partially imlicated in con¬
versation within a few da) a past by the President
and Secretary of State. The project accme to be>
thia: The Lccomph-n Constitution, in whatever
shape it may cento to Congress.if it corn* at alL.
which there is Mime rvaeoii to druiht.will be erat
back to the people of Kansas lor ratification or re¬

jection hy a fair vote, acoorrpajiied by an act pro¬
viding for the contingency of its rejection, byantaor.
ixing the people to elect a new Convention and form
am>thcr Constitution.
The firewaters, no doubt, will oppose tu the rat*

most such a solution of a difficulty from whoasi
continuance they expect the opening of an flpportu.
nity to put in operationxthcir plans of hn«aktng up
the Cnion. Put thi^y can be overrated in
Congreas, except in the contingency of ts*»eueee*an
at the reeent election of the Constitution with
Slavery." If the I eeompti n Constitution in that
form cornea ben*, an unhesitating end unquahhedl
acceptance of it will be deuiaiadod by the united
South. Above all thing*, the AdiuiaistiwU«n dreaaha
this contingency, and agnets were long ago sent to
Kansas w ith instructions to avert t% if possible, by
persuading the Pro-Sla-eiy men not to vote, and af
they did tote, t>y persendirg Mr. Calhoun to pwt
the Constitution in his hreeehi-e pocket, and keep it
there, rather than to send so inflammable a looaV
ment to Congreas to nod bet -xtinguishahle fur) Bra
the flames of discord that an cousuiuiug tho Demo¬
cratic party.
1 lie D« mocratic aide of the S. ieb> gar*.yeater-

day a striking illnst/ution of their hi- ri sense o'
the linancial atate of the Tnvisury, for the reim
of which they have juat asked aud obtamed an ex-
f raonlinarv issue of Treasury Notes. It waa prr>
¦ used by Mr. Brkfjtt Of Indiana to make the clerha
of the Mcnatc Committeea pennanent, and to tire)
ttetn Salaries of fl.fsUO and tfl.NOO. Mr. Feeeen-
den atrongly and clearly expoaod the impropriety
of this, and Mr. Benjamin o| Louisiana openly de»
foiiiiced it aa an attempt to provide sinecures fn**
the friruda and dependent* ofHeuatora. ffe thought
it would be much more manly to propose otr*-
right an appropriation f>r granting mone) to thai
Imngera-on of Senators. It would be better to do
the thing openly than to attempt to cover it np.
The proposition was . oted down, all the Repubu-
esna opposing it. 'J he salaries propo«*d woo*!
have amounted to about >,!.<*. j- r ami uui.

r p ¦ D.i Owe C<,r-t-»p«.n<ti at.

Wiimmm. Friday, De*. -£<, isr.7.
Christmas waa usher, d in laat night by dischargee)

of firearms and fireworks in the manner, though
not to the extent to which the fourth of .July in
celebrated in the towns of the North. This morn¬

ing there is a genuine and appropriate Northen»
celebration of the day in the shape of | driving"
snow-storm, the first ot the season.

The prut-ei dings of the House of lit presents!.vro
in relation to I't.ih Bt*l I to have been hasty and LL3.
sdtised. The formal declaration |»y Congress that
"fab ia in a atate ol open rebellion ia equivalent hra
a declaration of war sgaiist that Territory. It
needs no nrirnn.ent to show that at all time* and in

all circumstance* n declaration of war againat any
hisly abould trot be r b) th»» National Leg«siatum
witlmut the L'reatest consideration and luU and
nutlientic knowledge af the state of tho case. A
declaration of war by the Federal Oovernmeat
ags.nst a Territory or State of the I'nion is uo

eapreieili ar rioua netb'r, thoui h in the case of
Cfah its cl f pru't.caJ importance is ita
luturc poss;!!-- s:.'r..l..'a:ice as a prrcedent.
If, in the heat and paauori of a newspaper
excitement, ( tab fSJ be summarily de^lareat
to be in open rebellion, ao may Maaeacbta»
setts, orMar)l..od, or South Cacdma. or Virginia.
In the case ot I f«h, if* remotene-s, the peculiar
character vid small amount of it. popuiat-on, u\nk»
t ni.l k. ly thai an; «. """Us imn.ediaN detriment,

v. ill result trotri purt.ng it Liul.-r the ban of the J{e-
j ublic; jet in principle then* is exactly tue - ». ;o

riason lor exerciitir.g caution and pmdenee in o-aj.
mg with I'tah a* with the ruost powerful S.ate of
she Cnion. BrigbamTeajtag and hi* di»eiptVw aro

draMleeatraiton . nahratfra, but CefajJaMtaM yei
BOoftcielhnowk*dgeof any overt act of rebellion
i - tbx ir pirt. Aud of ov.-rt as-t- alone can tbeCor-
t mover? cnst tiifj.rully take c<»griizance. The
p'veder Mid, oe.truction of a train of comnurtxare*
eat-ous is an t ot robbery, which anbjeeta its per¬
petrators to tf. re p.-n.iltie«: hat as tlie train srao

not under the fl .g of febe United States it it not
tnaaen. It may be rtM raly fust to hold the Terr-
tor) of Utah re«pon#:blefor the acta of I be««e bandit¬
ti, but it certainly ia not legally riebt without anon
satisfactory evidence fb.in is yi t before Conap**oa.
A House '':..>: would ila-clare Utah in rebellion be-
cause of the plunder of a baffgagc train and of Brig*
ham Young's fis.iiah apeaadtM might be expeeb»d to

put Masiuicbusett in tIV» same category for a not-
ous attack OB a Cotirt-Hoti«e or for flke re.ol . «saa

of an Abol't on ('onverrion. There ts ali>«dj- a

great diapo*itior: on the part of the Federal f*ov-
eromi nt to rev re the exploded and dangerev* thexv
ri«a of cotstPictve treason, and aorb a let-deocy
,-.nr.ot U toojealoudy guarded against.
Tbia movement in the lloeso about I'tab origi¬

nated on the Southern side of the Chamber, ft
waa etarted by a gentleman freer Arkana**, tbotigh
a larre br.ly rd the Kepubhrana roted for it, ior«>«-

aiderately I thmk. We mar expect from the South
ia CongTr-ea all manner of dodgoa li get nd of taV
Ranaas uu~t«... or at least to durainish rU promi- .'
aatrur. The South btaitiee would perfaapa not bo
areree to eetatuah a prrs«deot under tho ae'bomy
of erheb che aV die i ffreen M Av..mmn »H»t--


